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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 61 10 

PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN FROM SCHNEIDER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV IN 

SUBJECT: PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE— BIRDS- 
FOR LAINGEN FROM SCHNEIDER 

1. IF IT'S NOT ONE THING IT'S ANOTHER. DURING THE DEBATE IN 
PARLIAMENT TODAY ON POLICE DISCOVERY OF TWO MYSTERIOUS RADIO 
TRANSMITTERS/RECEIVERS IN MEGHALAYA. A JANA SANGH MEMBER ASKED 
HOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAD AGREED TO PERMIT 
US MILITARY IN COOPERATION WITH THE BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF MIGRATORY BIRDS USING RADAR AND 
CONCERNING BIRDS COMING FROM THE SITE OF CHINESE NUCLEAR TESTS. 

2. THE JANA SANGH MP ASKED WHAT INTEREST THE US MILITARY HAD IN 
WATCHING MIGRATORY BIRDS UNLESS IT WAS FOR ESPIONAGE PURPOSES. 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOME AFFAIRS MIRDHA, WHO WAS TRYING HIS 
BEST TO COPE WITH QUESTIONS ON THE RADIO SETS, PLEADED IGNORANCE 
ABOUT THE MIGRATORY BIRD STUDY BUT HALF COMMITTED HIMSELF TO 
COME BACK WITH A STATEMENT. 

3. WE HAVE FRAGMENTARY RECORDS HERE WHICH INDICATE THAT THE ARMY 
RESEARCH OFFICE IN FRANKFURT REACHED AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (MINISTRY OF DEFENSE) IN 1967 UNDER WHICH 

IT PROVIDED A GRANT ABOUT $5,000 A YEAR FOR THREE YEARS TO SALIM 
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MOVEMENTS OF BIRDS AND THEIR POSSIBLE ROLE AS CARRIERS OF 
ANTHROPOD BORN VIRUSES. OUR FILES SAY THIS WAS PART OF A WORLD- 
WIDE ARMY MIGRATORY ANIMAL PATHOLOGICAL SURVEY (MAPS). 

4. OUR RECORDS SAY NOTHING ABOUT RADAR AND WE PRESUME THIS IS 
WILD IMAGINATION. CAN YOU CONFIRM? ARE THE REST OF OUR FACTS 
RIGHT? WHAT CONVINCING REASON CAN WE GIVE FOR THE ARMY'S STUDY- 
ING SUCH THINGS WHICH WOULD NOT LEAD TO INCREASED SUSPICIONS? 

5. INCIDENTALLY, CONCURRENT WITH THE ARMY PROJECT WAS A SIMILAR 
ONE BETWEEN SMITHSONIAN AND SALIM ALI ON MIGRATORY BIRDS. 

6. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ENLIGHTENMENT YOU CAN PROVIDE US ON 
THIS PROJECT AS WE MAY GET QUESTIONS BOTH FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA AND THE PRESS TOMORROW. ACTUALLY IT IS THE GOES PROBLEM 

AS THEY AGREED TO THE PROJECT BUT I WOULD LIKE TO BE FULLY 
INFORMED ABOUT THIS.DAO IS ALSO QUERYING WES SCHULL IN DIA. 

COULD WE HAVE YOUR REPLY BY OPENING OF BUSINESS MAY 8. SCHNEIDER 
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